: Jim Dixon

Gospel of Mark - Week Two

Prepared by: Andrew Mullan




=N]9yInY God's TWord =vaty Day

Day One

Read - Mark 2:1&2

What does it mean?

1) Which town seems to have become
the base of the Lord Jesus?
2) Where was Jesus found to be?

Throughout the Gospels we read of Jesus
spending time in the homes of different
people. The home environment was a
place he loved to be, and still loves to be.
Does he have a welcome in my home?

3) When did the crowd of people gather?

4) What are we told about the number of
people that were there?

5) What did Jesus do when everyone was
gathered?

N

Jesus Christ promised his followers that
“were two or three were gathered
together”, he would be there in their midst.

What about me?

When the Christians are ‘gathered
together’ as a Church and with Christ, is my
immediate desire to be there too, in the
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ? If we do
we too will be blessed, by being in His

y

presence, and hearing His Word.
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Day Two

Read - Mark 2:3-5

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

What does it mean?

How many people brought the sick
man to Jesus?

How do we know that the focus of this
section in on this group and their
actions?

In v3 what was their desire and how
did they act on it?

In v4 we see their determination.
When their first effort failed, where
did they go?

In v5 what are we told is the reason
that Jesus acts towards the sick man in
forgiving him of his sins?

N

This group of 4 had a desire to see a friend
blessed by Jesus. When their first effort
failed, where did they go? The roof top —
the place of prayer. They acted in faith and
Jesus worked in that man’s life.

Do I have a desire to bring others to
the Lord Jesus?

If I have been saved, then | should desire to
bring others to the Saviour. Perhaps a first
effort didn’t work. Don’t be discouraged!
Pray about it in faith, and God will act!

)
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Day Three

Read - Mark 2:6-12

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

What does it mean?

The scribes were reasoning. What
were their thoughts about Jesus?
How does v8 show us that Jesus is
God? What is he able to do?

How would you answer the question
put forward in v9?

‘That ye may know’. Jesus is explaining
his evidence for his authority to
forgive sins. What is this evidence?
How did the people respond to this
miracle of healing? What is your
response?

N

The scribes had already made up their mind
- Jesus was not God. They interpreted the
evidence to fit their view. Many today also
reason with a closed mind, having already
made up their mind there is no God. They
then interpret the evidence accordingly.

What about you?

As you read through this book, keep your
mind open to all possibilities, and follow the
evidence Mark presents about Jesus Christ
to where it leads, without presupposition.

)y
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Day Four

Read - Mark 2:13-17

What does it mean?

1) Jesus is now by the sea-side. What is
he doing?

The Levi mentioned here, is the Matthew
who wrote the first Gospel.

2) How did Levi respond when Jesus said
“Follow me”?

3) Again, we find Jesus in a house. This
time Levi’s. Who else is there?

4) Why do you think the Pharisees were
not happy about it?

5) Consider vl7. What was Jesus’ reason
for spending time with them?

A
4 A

‘I came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance’, is a key verse. It shows us
the focus of the Lord Jesus throughout his

life and the reason for his death.

What about me?

Have I responded like Levi to the person of
Christ Jesus? Have | repented of my sin?
Am | now following my Lord and Saviour?
If am, do | then have a concern for my
friends? Do | desire their salvation?

\ J y
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Day Five

Read - Mark 2:18-20

What does it mean?

1) Who used to fast and who didn’t fast?

2) In the analogy, who is the bridegroom,
and who are the children of the
bridechamber?

3) What did Jesus mean by this analogy?
What was his reason for his disciples
not fasting?

In verse 20, Jesus is speaking of the future.
Consider the phrase, ‘When (he) shall be taken
away from them’, carefully.

4) Who does it refer to - ‘away from
them’?
5) When did this, or has it, happened?

N

N

The difficulty in verse 20, that although it

seems to refer to a time after Christ rose

and ascended back to heaven, we don’t

read of the early Christians fasting in the
rest of the New Testament.

What about me?
Nevertheless, the aspect of dependence
upon God is still vital, and so | ask myself —

do I trust in myself to work things out, or is
my dependence in God? It is only then, that

)y

I will see God working in my life.
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Day Six

Read - Mark 2:21&22

What does it mean?

1) What are the two common pictures
from everyday life that the Lord Jesus
speaks of here?

A common point in each parable is that
something new even in daily life is not
added to something old.

2) What is the result if this happens?

The last phrase of v22 tells us the point
that the Lord Jesus is driving at.

3) What is this point?

PN

N

Keep the context in mind — compare with
the one sick of the palsy (v3-12). Jesus is
not just infusing the old Jewish rituals with
new life, but men and women are being
created anew — born again — given a new
heart for the new life to spring from.

What about me?
Have | had a conversion experience that is

more than turning over a new leaf? Have |
been born again? Am I living in the joy of

that new life?
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Day Seven Read - Mark 2:23-28

N
What does it mean? r h

The Sabbath in the legal sense has been set
1) On what day do the disciples pluck the

corn?

aside. We no longer have to keep the
Sabbath as a special day, although physical
2) Whatis the problem with this (v24)? rest is still important. More important
though is our spiritual rest, which we can
find in the Lord of the Sabbath — the
Saviour, Jesus Christ

Jesus shows the religious leaders that their
interpretation of the law is wrong.

3) What historical example does Jesus

use as the basis of his argument? What does the Lord Jesus say?
4) V27 —What is the proper
interpretation of the Sabbath? ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
5) Jesus finishes with an assertion of his heavy laden, and I will give you rest’.
own person and authority. What does Matt 11:28

he say about himself? N Y, ,
Y




